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Editorial 

 

Welcome to the twenty-second issue of Flash, a bumper catch-up 

compendium of sixty-five new stories from fifteen countries: Argentina, 

Australia, Canada, Germany, India, Ireland, Italy, New Zealand, Pakistan, 

Poland, Portugal, Romania, Singapore, the UK, and the USA. We are 

pleased to feature some stellar serial contributors and many fresh voices, 

including Lucy McDougall whose ‘A Bump in the Road’ is a past winner 

of the UK’s National Flash Fiction Youth Competition. 

In this issue’s ‘Flash Reviews’, we survey a range of books: two 

single-author collections, two novellas-in-flash, a multi-author anthology, 

and a craft guide. Liz Milne considers quirky compaction in Meg Pokrass’s 

The Dog Seated Next to Me, while Brian Baker contemplates the influence 

of a pop-culture icon in F. J. Morris’s This Is (Not About) David Bowie. 

Novellas-in-flash are enjoyed by Santino Prinzi, who appraises Nod 

Ghosh’s The Crazed Wind, and Christine Simon, who assesses Michael 

Loveday’s Three Men on the Edge. Peter Blair is captivated by a wide-ranging 

selection of bijou tales, Bonsai: Best Small Stories from Aotearoa New Zealand, 

edited by Michelle Elvy, Frankie McMillan, and James Norcliffe. Ashley 

Chantler finds Fred D. White’s Writing Flash: How to Craft and Publish Flash 

Fiction for a Booming Market idiosyncratic but worth every cent. 

 This issue is dedicated to the memory of our colleague Professor 

Derek Alsop: Head of English, Restoration and eighteenth-century 

literature specialist, Beckett scholar, enthusiastic supporter of Flash, and a 

man of big heart and lively humour. It opens with the posthumous, first 

publication of his story ‘Hice’. 

 

Peter Blair and Ashley Chantler 

 


