
Editorial 

 

Welcome to the eighteenth issue of Flash, which features new stories from 

Canada, Greece, Hong Kong, Ireland, Israel, Lithuania, New Zealand, 

Nigeria, the UK, and the USA. We are pleased to include several 

translations: flashes by the critically acclaimed Austrian writer Günther 

Kaip (translated from the German by Hillary Keel) and by Israeli author 

and academic Inbar Livnat (translated from the Hebrew by Shoshana 

Akabas). The issue also includes the 2017 winner of the National Flash 

Fiction Youth Competition, ‘Flotsam’ by Elise Longden, a talented A-

level student at Winstanley College, Billinge, Wigan. The competition was 

organized by Flash and the Department of English, University of Chester; 

it was judged by the editors and leading flash anthologist Tom Hazuka. 

‘Flash Reviews’ contains positive assessments of four collections by 

established authors: Joy Williams’s Ninety-Nine Stories of God is admired by 

Chris Walsh; Beret Olsen is impressed by Robert Scotellaro’s Bad Motel 

drabbles; Ian McMillan recommends Ian Seed’s flash/prose-poetry 

collection Identity Papers; and Chris Simon praises Lex Williford’s novella-

in-flash Superman on the Roof, a Rose Metal Press Chapbook Contest 

winner. Also enjoyed are three debut collections: Jack C. Buck’s Deer 

Michigan (reviewed by Paul McDonald); Levi Andrew Noe’s Rain Check 

(reviewed by Jonathan Cardew); and Santino Prinzi’s Dots and Other Flashes 

of Perception (reviewed by Jane Roberts). Ashley Chantler is less than 

impressed by David Galef’s Brevity: A Flash Fiction Handbook. 

We hope you enjoy this issue. 

Peter Blair and Ashley Chantler 

 

  



Contents 
 

Editorial  
  
On Balance  
Sal Difalco  
  
On Being Nothing  
Sal Difalco  
  
Hegelianism  
Stephen Cicirelli  
  
Stoicism  
Sandra Arnold  
  
Blackberrying  
Matthew Roy Davey  
  
A Letter to My Ma  
Fatima Saeed  
  
Flotsam  
Elise Longden  
  
End of the Road  
Joey Beretta  
  
After the End  
Thomas C. Baron  
  
Coffee and Cake  
Gary Duncan  
  
Cosmic Latte  
Sophie Sellars  
  
  



First and Adams  
Mark Crimmins  
  
Places I Imagine My Wife  
Austin Eichelberger  
  
Middle Brother  
Tess Gunty  
  
Purity  
Inbar Livnat  
  
Man Walking on the Edge of a Highway  
Inbar Livnat  
  
Good Cat, Pretty Cat  
Inbar Livnat  
  
I Carry My Shadow  
Günther Kaip  
  
Getting the Gang Back Together  
Santino Prinzi  
  
Bubble Gum and Bourbon  
David Daniel  
  
A Little Stash of Night  
David Daniel  
  
Reflections  
Marie Gethins  
  
Doppelgänger  
Laura Besley  
  
The Monthly Checker  
Laura Besley  



Shame: Part I  
Kevin Tosca  
  
Work Ethics Snippet #11  
Louella Lester  
  
Debbie  
Liz Milne  
  
Wildlife  
David Steward  
  
Clayfoot  
David Steward  
  
The Slip  
Elizabeth Moura  
  
The Kingdom  
David Lohrey  
  
Biology  
Alex Robinson  
  
Waterloo Sunset  
Jane Roberts  
  
Solo for Two  
Barbara Renel  
  
The Traveller  
Jo Davies  
  
Fish Bone  
Haleh Agar  
  
Inkunai, Lithuania  
Joel Mowdy  



So Many Heartbeats  
Celia Coyne  
  
Rachel  
Alana Jamison  
  
Echoes  
Brindley Hallam Dennis  
  
Let’s Call This …  
Thad DeVassie  
  
The Cleaners  
Niles Reddick  
  
Moontide  
Rupert Dastur  
  
Laundry  
Emily Devane  
  
Another Night Out  
Irena Ioannou  
  
Threesome  
Claire Guyton  
  
Superpower  
K. M. Elkes  
  
Huckleberry  
Hillary Leftwich  
  
The Follower  
David James  
  
A Frog and Some Flies and a Pub and You  
Charlotte Simmonds  



Flash Reviews  
  
Joy Williams, Ninety-Nine Stories of God  

 Reviewer: Chris Walsh  

  
Robert Scotellaro, Bad Motel  

 Reviewer: Beret Olsen  

  
Ian Seed, Identity Papers  

 Reviewer: Ian McMillan  

  
Jack C. Buck, Deer Michigan  

 Reviewer: Paul McDonald  

  
Levi Andrew Noe, Rain Check  

 Reviewer: Jonathan Cardew  

  
Santino Prinzi, Dots and Other Flashes of Perception  

 Reviewer: Jane Roberts  

  
Lex Williford, Superman on the Roof  

 Reviewer: Chris Simon  

  
David Galef, Brevity  

 Reviewer: Ashley Chantler  

  
Advertisements  

 


